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Study Course Abstract 

Aim of the course - to provide systematized exposition of contemporary and modern 

history (the last third of the 19th century - beginning of the 21st century), disclosing 

peculiarity of separate world regions.  

 

Tasks of the course:  

- to favour improvement of students' knowledge in the history of the 20th century;  

- to foster comprehension of diversity of world and European culture, economics and 

politics;  

- to develop students' skills of independent searching, analysis and application of 

information; of comparing information from various sources. The course revises the 

most significant socio-economical, socio-political, interstate relation problems of the 

20th century as a watershed in the development of social history. The course 

analyses development features of world industrial and informative society. 

Course Plan 

Course structure (96 h.): lectures - 86 h., seminars - 10 h.  

 

I World in the last third of the 19th century - beginning of the 21st century.  

 

Lecture 1. Economic development in Europe and America.  

Lecture 2. Political development of powers.Lecture 3. Ideological processes in 

Europe and America.Lecture 4. World War I  

 

II World in 1918-1939  

 

Lecture 5-8. World in 1918-1923  

Lecture 9-10. World in 1924-1928  

Lecture 11-12. World in 1929-1933  

Lecture 13-17. World in 1933-1939  

 

III World War II  

 

Lecture 18-19. World War II: instigation and characterLecture 20-21. World War II: 



course of war and the most significant battlesLecture 22. World War II: occupation 

policy and resistance movement in Nazi Germany  

Lecture 23. World War II: issues of international relations  

 

IV Postwar worldLecture 24-26. From war to peace: Europe and the USA in the 

middle of the 1940s - beginning of1950sLecture 27-30. "Economic miracle": 

European states and the USA in 1950s - beginning of 1960sLecture 31-34. "State of 

social welfare": European states and the USA in 1960sLecture 35-37. "Decade of 

crisis": European states and the USA in 1970s - beginning of 1980sLecture 38-40. 

"Neoconservative revolution": European states and the USA in 1980s - beginning of 

1990sLecture 39-40. "Collapse of Eastern Europe", European integration  

 

V "World after postwar period": world in the turn of centuries  

 

Lecture 41-42. Globalization as a phenomenon of the end of the 20th century.  

Lecture 43. "Great transformation" in Central and Eastern Europe and processes in 

the world.  

 

 

Seminar 1."New course". Searches of world governments for way out of crisis. "New 

course" in the USA. F.D.Roosevelt. Neoliberalism. Significance of "New course" in 

the history of the USA.  

 

Seminar 2.Systems of international relations: End of the 19th century - the 20th 

century. 1980sSeminar 3.Basic periods in history of Eastern Europe: sovietization, 

attempts of reforms, collapse  

 

Seminar 4.Systems of international relations: from bipolar system to multipolarity.  

 

Seminar 5. Test World War II  

 

Students' independent work:  

- Study of literature and historical sources. Selection, structuring and analysis of 

seminar materials.  

 

- Acquaintance with the latest researches in the field of modern history- deeper 

studies of 2 monographs (at free choice, total amount 500 pages) - conversation with 

course lecturer on read literature. 

Learning Outcomes 

Knowledge - totality of deeper cognitions on the main periods, most important facts, 

phenomena and personalities in modern history. Skills - ability to study variety of 

sources and literature devoted to modern history; ability to formulate the most 

significant problems of the 20th century human society on the basis of studies of 

scientific literature. Competence - comprehension of antipodal values of democracy 

and totalitarianism, problems of world globalization and integration. 

Requirements for Awarding Credits 

Participation in lectures (10%); participation in 4seminars (40%); test: World War II 

(10%); studies of latest scientific literature (20%); examination: presentation of 

chosen themes (20%) 



Course content 

The course chronologically comprises 3 parts: the world in the turn of the 19th - 20th 

centuries; world in 1918-1945; world in 1945- the beginning of the 21st century. In 

the framework of each period economic, political and ideological development 

problems of world development are analyzed. Attention paid to systems of 

international relations. 
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ABSP "History" Part A. 

 


